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means in the prosecution of our goal, we shall have made
the largest contribution to the world peace.
Toung India, 21-3-1929
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A COMPLEX PROBLEM

It is not without diffidence that I approach the ques-
tion raised by Rev. B. de Ligt in his open letter to me with
regard to my attitude towards war.* To remain silent at
the risk of being misunderstood is an easy way out of the
difficult situation I find myself in. To say that I made a
mistake in participating in war on the occasions in ques-
tion would be easier still. But it would be unfriendly not to
answer questions put in the friendliest manner; and I must
not pretend repentance when I do not feel it. My anxiety
to avoid a discussion of the question does not proceed from
want of conviction, but it proceeds from the fear that I may
not be able to make my meaning clear, and may thus
create an impression about my attitude towards war which
1 do not desire. Often do I find language to be a poor
vehicle for expressing some of my fundamental sentiments.
I would, therefore, urge Mr. B. de Ligt and other fellow
war-resisters not to mind my faulty or incomplete argument
and still less to mind my participation in war which they
may be unable to reconcile with my professions about war.
Let them understand me to be uncompromisingly against
all war. If they cannot appreciate my argument, let them
impute rny participation to unconscious weakness. For I
would feel extremely sorry to discover that my action was
used by anyone to justify war under certain conditions.

But having said this much I must adhere to the posi-
tion taken up In the articlef which is the subject matter of
Mr. B. de Ligt's letter. Let the European war-resisters ap-
preciate one vital difference between them and me. They do
not represent exploited nations; I represent the most exploited

* Given as an appefidix*
\ See Chapter 30.